
The Medical Summary Report 

Section Content 

I. Introduction • Identifying information: name, date of birth, and Social Security 
number 

• Physical description, including behavior, mannerisms, and dress 
• Information and observations that illustrate the applicant’s 

symptoms and functioning 
• All of the applicant’s physical and mental health diagnoses 

II. Personal History • Current and past living situations and homelessness history 
• Family background and marital/intimate relationships, as they 

relate to the applicant’s conditions and functioning 
• Trauma/victimization, if it relates to the applicant’s conditions and 

functioning 
• Educational history, including information on learning difficulties, 

grades repeated, special education, relationships with other 
students/teachers 

• Legal history as it relates to symptoms of their illness, with 
information about treatment in jail/prison 

III. Occupational 

History 
• Employment history for the past 15 years, including all jobs, 

reasons for leaving, job skills, problems with task completion and 
relationships with supervisors/co-workers 

• Military service history, including any trauma as it relates to the 
applicant’s illnesses or functioning 

IV. Substance Use • Substance use history and treatment, including reasons for use, 
impact of use, treatment history, and any periods of sobriety with a 
focus on the applicant’s symptoms while sober 

• If the applicant has substance use treatment records, reference 
periods of sobriety and any corresponding symptoms or 
impairments 

V. Physical 
Health 

• Brief history of symptoms and treatment, with a focus on physical 
health in the previous 2-3 years 

• If there is no current treatment, provide an explanation 
• Information on how the conditions impact the applicant’s ability to 

sit/stand/walk/carry objects 

VI. Psychiatric 

History & 

Treatment 

• Brief history of symptoms and treatment at all providers, with a 
focus on mental health in the previous 2-3 years, 

• In each summary, provide reason for treatment, diagnosis, and 
medications 

• Summary of a current mental status exam, if available 
• Include quotes from the records that help document symptoms or 

functional impairments 
• If there is no current treatment, provide explanation 

VII. Functional 

Information* 
• Understand, remember, or apply information 
• Interact with others 
• Concentrate, persist, or maintain pace 
• Adapt or manage oneself 
• Address all four areas of mental functioning, even if the applicant 

does not display limitations in all areas 

VIII. Summary • Brief summary of the evidence provided, restating the diagnoses 
provided in the introduction 

 


